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party also revolted from their leader and, under Colonel
Stallard, a Transvaal lawyer of English birth, formed the
Dominion party with the slogan, '"South Africa an integral
and indivisible part of the British Empire/' This revolt
was occasioned by the Status Act, which, according to
Colonel Stallard and his followers, wrent beyond the Statute
of Westminster and threatened the prerogatives of the
King and the unity of the Empire, Outside Natal the party
won little recognition, and some of its leaders, including
Colonel Stallard, lost their seats in the general election of
1938. The cardinal fact is that, since the disappearance of
the Unionists in 1920, most South Africans of British
extraction, although much irritated by Afrikaans republican-
ism, have considered it unwise to support a party with a
purely racial appeal. Like the French in Canada they have
been conscious of their weakness as a minority, and recognize
that their vital interests will be best protected through an
alliance with the less nationalistic of the Afrikanders.
Prior to the outbreak of war in September, 1939, the
party under Dr. Malan made little impression upon the
electorate outside a few rural areas. The fusion of 1934
received powerful support, especially in the Transvaal and
the Orange Free State, and in the late thirties was favoured
by the increasing prosperity. Even the most hopeful could
not have expected the national issue to disappear quickly,
but it was assumed that it would become appreciably less
significant, and that in the white population fusion would
gradually penetrate deeper than party organization. Yet
in this sanguine period, as General Smuts recognized, vast
ideological forces were on the move throughout the world
which would affect South Africa. The outbreak of war in
Europe brought a quick resurgence in Afrikaans nationalism,
raised violent storms of political emotion, and precipitated
a new crisis in the life of the Unionl On the crucial issue
of whether the government should accept the Nationalist
arguments for neutrality or join Great Britain and the other
overseas Dominions in the war against Germany, the Cabinet
split. Hertzog believed that the interests of South Africa
were not directly affected by events in Europe, and in any